Multiple nocardial abscesses of cerebrum, cerebellum and spinal cord, causing quadriplegia.
In this paper we present a case of a diabetic patient with nocardial abscesses of cerebrum, cerebellum and the spinal cord. The present case is the first case in the literature of solitary intramedullary abscess in cervical spinal cord, causing tetraplegia. Nocardia asteroides grew in a culture of the abscess pus. After either surgical excision or drainage of lesions, a triple combination regimen of chemotherapy (amikacin, ceftriaxone and trimethoprim-sulfamethoxazole) was given, but the patient was lost in the postoperative period. This case gives suggestive evidence of an association between cervical spinal cord involvement and poor prognosis in CNS nocardiosis.